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| passage is taken 
is emphetically a parx book. Men of the 
most brilliant parts, and the gnost profound 


—* have spent their time with ineffecto- 


a to scan its enigmati¢al sayings and 


~ to-develope the truths it may contain. 


"This styled a revetation, but the peculiar 
manner in which it is written has given occa- 


baa wits to remark “* it requires aye 
. ¢ it intelligible. It is, brethren, highly 


figurative, containing some of the most strik- 
ing and bold metaphors to be found in any 
book whatever. Thé book is probably pro- 
phetical ; and as all prophecy must be m some 


degree @bscute, we need not be ised to 
er this book so difficult to ondetehe’s : 


} 
t 


«ed 


~ ’ God, in foretelling events does not seem so 
hoch to design giving us a knowledge of these 
events before they come to pass, as after they 
hare happened, to convince us there is a Be- 
ine who presides over the affairs of the uni- 
¥erse, who can, if he please, give man some 
notices of his plans, before they are completed. 
Ilis'design seems to be that man should re- 
nize in the fulfilment of prophecy an over- 
raling providence and this be led to ascribe 
praise and adoration to him. 

Much jn this book’ probably relates to events 
already past. Some may have reference to 
what is now.taking place, some to that here- 
after to transpire. That which belongs to 
the future is necessarily obscure ; about that 
‘we will not be particularly anxious. Time 
@will make all plain. 

The at the head of this discourse, 
appéars to be attended by many difficulties. 
“A book,” probably contains much knowl- 

. It is * written within.” We should 
i like to know what is there written ; 
but it “is “sealed with seven seals.” It is 

+ Written on the “ backside ;” but whoever 

ned the contents of a book from its title- 
ier! The apostle saw it, he wept bitterly 
use there was no man found in heaven or 
earth able to open the book. 
On what was originally intended by this 





book; 1 i not’ hazard 
thiak t ces of 

with the human family, his gracious @esigns 
toward'them, Fondo improperly be compa- 


Many have pretended to tnseal this 666k 
and to unfold to ingqui man the viedge 
it contains; but we are frequently inclined 
think thet they have seen little a than the 
TITLE Page. Great has been the call for expo- 
sitors, but none have been found: that were 
able to unlose the seals: Much anxiety about 
whet reiun within, hes been. exp i 

ut all‘ig vain ; the learned at length concla 
they cannot read it because it seualeds =r 
the unlearned says be cannot because he is 
unlearned. See Isa. xxix. 41,12. 

There has been mu¢h .weeping” use 
men have not more knowledge’of Ba of 
the Most High. At this we are not sur . 
We are surrounded by an immendée unknown 


expansion; or opticks can ex 
a short dima: if ott 


&@ multitude of events 
é0ati ’ e are 
seem le 


sing in which our intefesis 
; evils hourly oceut, calamities 

befall rs our condition becomes exceedi 
sorrowful, our prospects dark and despondi 
our bosoms are filled with grief and our anits 
with depression ; we sigh for deliverance— 
look eagerly around for some friendly hand to 
brush away the intervening clouds, and show 
us what shall succeed. @ inquire in vain. 
All seem involved in the same uncertain : 
and are seeking the same assistance. * 

The sages of antiquity, sought with the 
most schutinizing attention ; they seanned the 
various operations of nature ; they soared with 
genius through regions of ether; they delved 
with knowledge in the mines of understanding. 
Vain alike the flight and the descent!’ They 
attempted to pull aside the vei! that shrouds 
the grave, and to exhibit a future world to our 
eager view ; but alas! the gloom was imper- 
vious, the mist dimmed their sight, and they 
were compelled to retire ignorant as they 
commenced! ‘They indeed saw the name of 
God traced on the outside of creation, and 
from the title were enabled to pronoancé Him 
the authour, But what he had written within 
they could not discover.’ ‘The little they were 
enabled to eonjecture served to increase their 
solicitude, hence their sorrow was unabated 
and their weeping continued. 

Now, it might seem, at first sight, a serious 
objection to the goodness of Almighty God, 
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whowith a word might give” man a knowledge 
“of his-ways, to keep him in a state of so pro- 






found but a more close inspec- 
tion, perhaps, will render thie objection evan- 
“@scent and cause us to blush at our own 


did not taake man a God, nor even an 
angel. «He made him man, gave him all the 
powers and faculties necessary to secure him 
» that rank in the scale of being for, which ‘he 
designed him. He ‘placed him heré, surround- 
ed him. with a variety of objects to attract his 
attention and engage his pursuit. He sub- 
_ jected him to disappointments, and evils of 
different kindsy* that he might be led to the 
developement of his own powers and to the 
“ascertaining of his own resources. 

Whatever Jehovah gives more than this— 
whatever additional manifestations he makes, 
is a mere gratuity, the effect of his benevo- 
lence, and not necessary to constitute him the 
being which properly would be called man. 

. For the comfort and consolation of this frail 
being, God has appointed “* The Lion of the 
tribe of Judah,” who shall disclose such facts 
as we need andat such times as we can bear 

them...» 

There are some things respecting the open- 
ing.of this book, which it may not be uprofita- 
ble to notice. 

1. Tue oprninc 1s Grapuat. Man is a 
progressive being. He commences with a 
small stock, which he is commanded to im- 
prove. Had Deity given this book to him 
in his infaney, he could bave made no use of 
it; it might be sealed with seven seals as well 
asto be opened. Man must learn to read 
before he could, derive profit from perusing 
the book; and when he had become able to 
read, it would seem most proper he should 
begin with such Jessons as were most easy to 
be understood and best adapted to the exigen- 
cies of his condition. 
™ Te rise from the circumstances of his prime- 
val state, from the things most contiguous to 
him, to reflect on the Invisible Power of 
nature, was by no means the work of a mo. 
ment. He must first learn to break the earth 
and procure sustenance for himself; he mast 
erect a covert to shelter him from the storm ; 
he must become acquainted with his fellow 
man, and learn to. communieate his feelings 
and wishes, before he cam trave leisure to in- 
quire into his origin or ask the purpose to be 
-answered by his existence. He must fora 
number of years have marked the revolutions 
of nature, and the recurrence of the same 

“events, before hé could begin to reflect on that 
hand which silently impels the vast machine 
and governs all its operations For let human 
reason and human wisdom be decried as much 
as they are, it was from the principles of his 
own nature, directed by his own reason, that 

nan was to become acquainted with his Maker. 
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Look at'man—you discover in his a 


mation evidences of a noble design, adapted 
to the accomplishment of a bigh and worthy 


object.. You see contained githin him the 
seeds of future greatness. These seeds must 
have time to germinate, spring up, blossom 
and ripen, before the fruit can be gathered ; 
and I cannot but think it an errour franght 
with much misconception, and profound ig- 
norance of the nature and design of Divine 
Providence, to suppose that a.complete know. 
ledge of his ways could’ be @l at once com. 
municated to man God never labours in vain ; 
and what could be. the utility of communita- 
tingemore to man, than he knows how to 
impfove to his:advantage ? 

But as God made man. progressive being,— 
as he made him ‘susceptible of improvement ; 
so when one lesson was learned, he gave him 
another, and continues to give new ones as 
fast as man is prepared to reeeive them; and 
as the march of intellect -pursues with hasty 
strides the path of improvement, we indulge 
the pleasing hope that the seals of this book 
will be broken and we shall be able to read it. 

There seems to have crept into the minds 
of men, an idea, pregnant with deleterious 
consequences, that in religion, man has, apri- 
ved at astand ; that in this interesting science 
we areto attempt no farther improvement. 
The effect of such a sentiment is to paralyze 
the human mind, and render dormant all the 
active powers of man. Nature, providence and 
grace never said to man in his religious career, 
‘¢ Hitherto shalt thou come, but no farther.” 

Wha: reason can be assigned why man may 
not be permitted to improve in religious know- 
ledge as well as in any other science ! Say not 
there is religious knowledge enough in the 
world. Say not the book is opened ; it is oar 
ignorance that would adopt a conclusion so 
false, Truc, the Lion of the tribe of Judah 
is able to unloose the seals, and Le will do it; 
but he will do it no faster than moral and men- 
tal improvement shall warrant the disclosure. 

Religion can not outstrip the improvements 
of theage. Excess of light to weak eyes, is 
dangerous. The truth of this maxim may be 
easily discovered from the influence Christia- 
nity has onthe minds of the natives of our 
Western forests. These natiyes are men, but 
they may be called men in -infancy. They 
hhave.a religion which they believe is adapted 
to their condition ; and does not that religion 
have a stronger tie upon their consciences ; 
and does it not afford them more consolation 
than the Christian religion? There is much 
running before the time. The religion of our 
Indians is absurd enough, their practices ex- 
ceedingly superstitious, but I know not as un- 
der existing circumstances they are capable 
of receiving a better. The- attempt to chris- 
tianize them has not been very successful, and 
I think for this plain reason, the refined pre- 
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cepts of the Christian religion are not adapted 
to the gross conceptions of a savage. The 
same remark will apply with little variation to 
all pagan nations. This howéver, is no argu- 
ment against our benevolent exertions for the 
spread of the gospel, but should teach us to 
attempt to civilize before we undertake to 
christianize them. : 

Mankind were originally in the same condi- 
tiop in which savages are now found ; accord- 
ingly they had a religion less pure and less 
refined or siiblimated than the one they now 
possess, As-science advanced, as the powers 
of liuman intellect became developed and the 
grand principles of nature better understood, 
we received a religion more correct, and more 
exalted in its theory, and more beneficial in 
its practical inflaence, Mankind have not yet 
reached the goal: ‘Their race is not yet end- 
ed: Greater wonders may yet be disclosed, 
more valuble discoveries may yet be made. 
Man may yet rise higher in the scale of being, 
and shall we say his religion will not keep 

ce 7. 

2, The gradually epening of the book will 
be more beneficial than the unloosing of all 
the seals at once. The design Deity had 
in making the world, should always be consi- 
dered. This design is learned by observation, 
by an acquaintance with the things with which 


we are surrounded. From these, we are, I | 


think, authorized to conclude, that Deity did 
not intend man at first should possess all the 


- perfection he had allotted him, but determined 


he should come to it by degrees. He put the 
meaus into his hands, commanded him to im- 
prove, and assured him if he exercised these 
means properly be would be enabled to ap- 
proximate perfection. 

Creation was ‘contrived to assist. him: the 
several parts of which it is composed, the good 
and the evil, the pleasure and the pain, all 
were adapted to this purpose. Now had Je- 
hovah unfolded all his plans, communicated all 
his designs, made more certain what*would be 
his condition through all the stages of his ex- 
istence, the great plan of infinite Wisdom would 
have been disturbed..and God would have ‘had 
the mortification to find his purpose fail, ‘and 
his design disregarded. Man would no longer 
have been an active being: his whole time 
swallowed up in contemplating his future situ- 
ation, none would have been left.to attend the 
necessary avocaticns of life. = ~ 2 

Say the future is inconceivable bliss, of 
,this, man is made sure by intuition or some 
other mode of communication; say, would 
not his mind be ill prepared for the perform 
ance of any action? Lost iu the considera- 
tion of blessedness to come, all between would 
be filled with disquiet ; his mind would rove. 
from object to object without settling upon 
any ; it would lose its relish for every enjoy- 
ment; society would lose its charms, pleasure 


: 


its power to please, life become ‘a heavy bur- 
then, the sun become tardy iin its course, and 
the heart would experience al kind of 
sickness which arises from hope deferre 

Reverse it: say the doom-of inconceivable 
wo is his portion ; not only continual uneasi- _ 
ness here, but endless misery hereafter is- 
appointed him; Jet this be communicated, 
where would be his joy? A settled 
would rest upon his countenance, and «his 
mind continually brooding over the severities 
of his condition and the awfulness of his erd, 
would spurn every enjoyment it might other- 
wise have received. nm would. forsake 
him. ‘Fhe wild maniack would appear, raving 
horribly at every object he met. The under- 
standing would lose its seat, and the night 
shade would wave its black top over the ruins. 
of the intellectual world?’ 

“ Oh, blindness to the future, kindly given, 

That each may fill the circle marked by Heaven: 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day; 

Had he thy reason would he skip and play ? 

Pieas’d to the last, he crops the flowry food, 

And licks the hand uprais’d to shed his blopd. 

The communication, at once, of all the 
knowledge the book contains, would destroy 
the freedom of the will, and render man a 
mere machine, as incapable of moral disci- 
pline as the sun, moon, or stars. Men feel an 
anxiety to become acquainted with the future, 
but infinite metcy has woven a veil to hide it 
from our sight; and he sins against his own 
felicity who wishes it withdrawn. Our ignor- 
ance of the future is oneof the kindest favours 
granted us by our heavenly Father, and due . 
submission to him willteach us to correct our 
solicitude about what is written in the book 
of Fate. If it be evil, it will be soon enough., 
to suffer it when it comes; if it be good, its 
value will not be lessened by not having been 
anticipated. ‘ Be not then anxious about the 
morrow: the morrow will be anxious about 
itself. Sufficient for every day is its own 
trouble”— Matt. vi. 34. ; ° 
y _ 3 Since one, ** the Lion of the tribe of Ju- 

dah,” is appointed, who isable to open the 
book, we may rest assured he -will open it as 
fast as we can read, or are prepared to reeeive 
the knowledge it contains. The history of the 
past will demonstrate this It is proper, how- 
ever, to remark, all nations do not improve 
alike. or with the same degree of rapidity : 
neither do all men; some far outstrip their 
brethren. But the books will be open to each 
nation, and to each individual as fast as his 
mental improvement shall render the disclo- 
sure admissible. Every nation in every age 
of the world has been favoured with some 
valuable discovery or some useful improve: 
ment. Different dispensations of religion, or 
different communications of Divine know 
bags yuo made. - New accessions were mi 

y the promise to the patriarchs, to the 
phets, by the facts chet by the aa 
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Founder of onr religion, by the patinesy of 
the apostles and primitive Christians, and by 
enli pious in every century since. 

- The last age and the present are justly dis- 
‘tingaished for their literary and scientifical 
researches. A spirit of free inquiry has been 
‘eneouraged, and we find the snm of our reli- 
gious knowledge has inereased. ‘The theory 
Of religion is better understood, is more en- 
Jarged im its nature, and more easily reduced 
‘to practice. 

Science has elevated the human under 
standing, learning has polished and refined 
the human character. Hence the rough and 
incongruous notions of former ages .have fall- 
en into disrepute. Our acquaintance with 
different nations, by the aid of a more extend- 
éd commerce, hasmade a more enlarged and 
liberal policy the basis of our political insti- 
tutions. The partial creeds of antiquity have 
been compelled to give place to more liberal 
Sentiments and a more benevolent practice. 
Hence we discard the narrow and contracied 
notions which degraded our otherwise ever to 
‘be revered fathers; and as children having a 
tore favourable opportunity for education and 
wental improvement, we adopt a more liberal 
teligion. 

Some few, whose minds are behind the spirit 
of the age, may cry out, “‘ dangerous innova- 
tions. They will sap the foundation of civilized 
society, level all distinctions, introduce anar- 
chy and confusion regardless of virtue or vice.” 

But we have'so often heard the cry, that 

» ‘we have ceased to be alarmed. No improve- 
ment in the arts of civilized life was ever 
made but itmet with the same opposition — 
Had the forebodings of these “ Hypochondri- 
acks,” received attention, what would have 
been our condition now ? Instead of cultiva- 
ted fields we should have had immense forests; 
instead of convenient houses to shelter us 
from ‘the inclemencies of the weather, we 
should have lodged on the bare ground, or in 
a cavern in the rocks; instead of food to sup- 
the wants of nature, we should have been 
* half fornished scattered over the earth, gath- 
ering berries or pursuing the chase, every day 
~ ‘beeoming more precarious. Whoso dead to 
the value of our blessings as to wish a return to 
primeval want ¢ 
_.. ‘Bo has it been with religion. Every adv 
has been made in the rnidet Fg bey 

Moses was censured; the Prophets were sto- 

ned, and sawed asunder, or compelled to roam 

the easth in goat skins and sheep skins, “ of 
whom the earth was not worthy.” 

Christ was crucified. The Apostles were 
4* every where spoken against,” and most of 

* ¢hem suffered martyrdom. Luther and Calvin 
were excommanicated, and excommunicated 
others in their turn. Huss and Jerome of 

? were burned ; so also were the bones 

of Wickliffe. Tven we, my brethren, “ both 
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labour and suffer reproach because we trast in 
the living God, who is the Saviour cf all men, 
espetially of those that believe.” 

All denominations in their turn have been 
accused of licentiousness ; of teaching doc- 
trines subversive of religion and morality, 
and the world may thank God forthe persever- 
ing labours of each. The benevolent reform- 
ers of the present day, may be compelled to 
stem the torrent of popular clamour and sec- 
tarian invective, but the time will come when 
their labours shall be duly appreciated, and 
their memories be blest with the tears of grati- 
tude shed by posterity. 

The seals will be finally opened. Doubtless 
we shall discover beasts, and beasts in’ the 
shape of men, which will endeavour to estab- 
lish and perpetuate their own interests and 
the interests of their parties; but the book 
being opened, and the knowledge it contains 
disclosed, we shall be able to discover the 
monsters, and when discovered, they will no 
longer endanger our safety. ‘The kings of 
the earth may hide themselves; tyrants who 
oppressed mankind with their exorbitant ex- 
actions, and made them miserable with their 
cruelties, may flee to the dens of the rocks 
when their iniquity is uncovered. Ignorant 
and ambitious priests may call to the mountains 
to fall upon them when their craft is destroyed. 
Yea, sinners of every description may weep 
and howl in the day when the wrath of the 
lamb shall come; for it is not singular that 
such persons should be thus affected when the 
evil of their doings shall be made known.— 
Conscious this will be the case they may la- 
bour to prevent the disclosure. But all ts in 
vain. The Lion of the tribe of Judah prevails 
to open the book. The mystery shall be fin- 
ished, and the clear, unclouded blaze of know- 
ledge shall illuminate the world. AMEN. 


—— 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A LETTER, 

Containing a brief examination of some of 
the arguments supposed to favour the doc- 
trine of the Trinity. 

To the Rev. Mr. Taylor of Mendon, Monroe co. N. Y. 

Continued from page 381, of Vol. 5. 
Sin—In the preceding part of this letter, I 
of your first argu- 





part, your second, which Ff pro- 
mised to resume, and proceed accordingly to 
sedeem the pledge. Your papillon T did 
not consider as proved, because a careful 
investigation of evidence was not had. But 
that others may also be able to judge of the 
matter, I shall farther review the main pillar 
of the Trinitarian fabrick. 

When a quotation is made from the sacred 
writings to prove any proposition, the first 
inquiry should be, “in what sense did the au- 





thour ase the language?” This is often © 
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be ascertained only by the scope of the place 
or the context; and by the most common 
‘sense of lan as used by the primitive 
followers of Christ. A neglect of this rule 
has fed to the greatest theological extrava- 
gance and corruption. ‘The use made» of 
John’s introduction, in modern times, affords 
a striking proof of this remark. For, whereas 
the design of the writer should be carefully 
sought in his general object, there has beey a 
forced, and extraneous sense put upon the 
word egenefo, endeavouring to show, what was 
never attempted ip the days of the Apostles, 
that Jesus Christ is the Creator of the Uni- 
verse. But this is a sense the word egeneto 
will not admit. Ginomai occurs upwards of 
three hundred times in the New ‘Testament, 
but never in the sense of create. It signifies 
in this gospel, (where it occurs fifty-three 
times,) to be, to come, to become, to come to 
pass; also, to be dome or transacted, chapter 
xv, 7; xix. 3. It has the latter sense Matt. r. 
1@; vi. 8; xxi. 42; xxvi. 6. All things in 
the -Christian dispensation were done by 
Christ, i. e. by his authority, and according to 
his direction ; and in the ministry committed 
to his Apostles, nothing has been done with- 
out his warrant. See John xv. 4, 5: * With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” Compare verses 
7, 10, 16; John xvii. 8; Col. 4. 16 17;— 
Cappe’s Digest, vol. 1. p. 19” Consult the 
following texts to farther ascertain the primi- 
tive sense of .the word egeneto: Matthew ix; 
163 xxv.6-: Mark ii. 23, 27; Luke xxiii. 12; 
John viii. 33; ix. 39; avi. 23; Acts xii. 5; 
xix. 26; Rom. i. 3; Ist Cor. i. 30; iv. 9, 13. 
ix. 223 Gal. iii, 13; iv. 4; Eph. ii. 13; iti. 
7; Col. i. 23. Now I cannot find, that the 
Apostles or the Evangelists, use this word in 
any of their writings, ‘ in the sense of create’ 
—and FT am fully persuaded it bas not this 
sense in the first chapter of John’s gospel ; 
as it if quite obvious, that, in the advdnced 
period in which John wrote, he referred his 
readers no farther back than to the ‘* Becin- 
mina” of the Christian dispensution, (for this 
is what the New Testament records a history 
of,) the sentiment drawn from the common 
version of this word is, in my judgment, wide 
of their true meaning. 

It does not appear, therefore, that Jesus is 
the Creator of the Universe ; wei a 
; A belief, thi ' is Father, 
EE ek eorktee Deere to 
enlighten the Gentiles, and for the glory of 
Israel. And even following the common ver- 
sion of the 28th verse, the 3d is t to 
the common sense Of the term. “ All things 
were done by him without him was uot 
any thing done, hath been dong:” i, e. 
“all things,” in 'telation to the gospel dispen- 
oo an account of which the > wee 

postle was giving to bis readers, ‘ were done’ 
by Jesus Christ; who brought fife and immor- 





tality to light. And the 10th verse, on which 
so rauch stress is laid, when compared with — 
. ted according to the com. 
mon version of the 6th, and Parkhurst’s trans, 
lation of the 17th verse, admits of no. diffi. 
culty in understanding it. ‘* That was the 
true Light which lighteth every maz that com- 
eth into the world. He was in the world; and 
the world was’—what? Could John mean, 
that the material universe was made by desus, 
and that the world, in this sense, did not know 
him? This is far from being pi . The 
expression, “and the world him not;" 
shows that by the word world, we are to un- 
derstand, mankind, whom Jesus, 4s the true 
Light, enlightens. Hence, I think the 10th 
verse may be paraphrased thas: “ He was in 
the world” [i. ¢. among’ the people; for the 
preposition en is often translated amnug ; See 
Matthew xvi. 7; xx. 26, 4c.) and the world 
that is mankind ; compare verse 9th] wes 
enlightened] by him, and the world knew him 
not.” Compare 26th verse: ** But there stand- 
eth one among you, whom ye know not.” 
From the language and eonnexion of tha - 
9th and 1Qth verses, together with the mani: 
fest object of thé writer throughout the whole 
context, I think it is not doing violence to the 
subject to translate egeneto was? in verse I 
and have the word enlightened understood ef- — 
ter it; as this is not only what Jesus had done, 


but it -is the plainest sense of the © 
Should it be objected, that thie is aldeg tov 
great aliberty, it may be replied, we have an 
example of the same ‘liberty in the common 
translation of the 6th verse; and in Mr. Park- 
hurst’s, of the 17th, as shown above, 

ff Christ were “ infinite in wisdom,” as you 
affirmed, how are we to understand: his own 
words, Mark xiii. 32; ‘‘Of that day and hour 
knoweth no man; no not the engels which 
are in heaven ; neither the Son; suv tae Fa- 
taer.” And if Omnipotent, how singular, ~ 
that, on an oceasion so favourable to manifest — 
his underived power, he should, without hesi- 
tancy, declare “the Sow can do nothing of 
himself,””—chapter v. 20. See farther—* As 
the living Father hath.seot me, and J ise by 
the Father,” &c.John vi. 57. Besides, Christ’s . 
being ezalted—being given a name—appoint- 
ed an heir of all thiugs—having all things 
given to him—having judgement and authority 
committed to him—his Father being greater 


tempted— 
ing—being hungry —thirsty——faint—wea- 
ry—his praying weeping —suffering—dying 


—rising—ascending, and sitting at the ri 

hand of God his Fulers allel con ten q 

the Messiah is a dependent being, whose ex- 

istence, rank, and other possessions were ac- 

tually given him, by one, who of course, was 

his superiour. Yours, &c. W.J.REESE. - 
West-Bloomfteld, Decemther, 1827. 
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| + Y #OR ‘TRE GosPEL aDvocaTE, 

REMARKS ON UNIVERSALISM. 
- “Phe sentiment named*io the caption of this 
article is one that presents itself to the bene- 
volent mind astruly desirable. Even the most 
'. depraved in‘ principle and the most abandoned 
in morals must in every moment of sober re- 
flection devoutly pray for its truth. 

The believers in endless misery may en- 
deavour to reconcile themselves tothe aw fal- 
ness of their cfeed, and the partiality of their 
God, bat every time they mingle their sympa- 
‘thies with. their friends around the bed of the 
‘dying'and the dead, they must wish, anxtously 
wish, that thei faith is ‘ill founded and the 
horrid doom-they bad anticipated for their fel- 
-low creatures exists only in imagination. 

While on the other hand the believer in a 
‘foll salvation, in ‘the like situation, clasps his 
‘faith'the firmer, and prays the more fervently 
it may not prove false. ~ His faith also recon- 
_ ciles him to the character of his God. Disap- 

pointments and distress do not cause him to 
murmur against his heavenly Father because 
‘he views them as necessary in the chain of 
Divine Providence to serve the purposes of 
salutary discipline—to prepare him for the re- 
ception of a purer and more permanent erjoy- 
ment. Sarde 
Death to the universalist has lost half its 
_. terrour, To him it does not appear “‘ an eter- 
nal sleep” nor the gate of endless woe, bat the 
door through which he must pass tu enter the 
mansion of his Father, the apartment of bis 
felicity; He who believes that death opens 
to a scene of inconceivable pain for the greatest 
part of mankind, must have a very exalted 
opimon of his own goodness or he will have 
some dotbts respecting his own security. 
. . The direct tendency of universalism is to 
. prompt an ardent piety to God and a benevo- 
 Jent course of conduct to mankind. This sys- 

tem is the only one ever published that does 
oot limit the Almighty. Arminianism may 
allow God to have goodness for it says he de- 
. .sires the salvation of all men, bot it mast timit 
. this wisdom or his power, or else it would ad- 
mit this desire would be satisfied. - Calvinism 
. indeed allows Jehovah infinite power and infi- 


nite wisdom, for it declares God can do what-. 


| ever he wills, but represents the Deity defi- 
cient in goodness, or else it would say he willed 
_the happiness of all his children, Universalism 
| supplies the defects of both by allowing with 
the Arminian that Deity desires or wills the 
salvation of all men, and with the Calvinist that 
he has power and wisdom to perform whatever 
he desires or wills should take place. 
» — The God of the universulist is jast such a 
| being as every rational man must love. Indeed 
all that is required to make every one love 
him is to teach him his trae character. He is 
/ represented as the fountain of all excellence, 
"as being good unto all, having a tender regard 





for the welfare of bis children, and as taking 
efficient measures to produce the happiness of 
his sentient creation. In a word it represents’ 
him just sach a being, as such poor weak er- 
ting creatures as we, all need for our Futher, 
ous Friead and our Benefactor. 

Universalism lays the foundation for the most 
extensive usefulness from man to man. It 
represents all as members of one family, bound 
to each other by the ties of fraternal affection. 
A partial doctrine or one that supposes only 
a few of this vast family ure regarded by theic 
heavenly Father might lead its admirers ‘to 
suppose they were under no obligativn to love 
or do good ‘to any more thae they imagined 
belonged to the fuvoured class. Universalism 
by rejecting this distinction, by teaching all 
men are beloved by God, says in very clear 
language to its followers, “ ever follow that 
which is good with all men.” ‘The command 
to be godlike rests withdue weight upon bis 
beart and he finds it impossible to contract his 
charity to these of his own way of thinking@r 
to cunfine his benefactions to these of his own 
particular sect. 

God disregurds ali distinctions of this kind. 
His sun shines as gloriously, to light the here- 
tick as the orthodox, and his showers disti® 
their grateful influence alike over the fields of 
all parties, and * [ do uet” says the universal. 
ist, ‘ discover that God has shown any preter. 
ence to the persons embracing one creed more 
than to those embracing another, and why 
shonld I? He. has commanded me to be like 
him apd to obey the cominand I must‘love all 
men alike, do good to all as [ have opportu- 
nity.” 

Universalism is the only system that has 
ever been preached which properly enforces 
the duty of forgiving our enemics. The highest 
point of perfection in any system of religion is 
to be like the God that system admits. Now 
a doctrine whick teaches that God does not 
forgive his enemies but will punish them eter- 
nally, must not pretend to command its disci-« 
ples to forgive their enewies, for if they should 
they would become more forgiving than their 
God. But universalism teaches God forgives 
his enemies, and therefore the command kas a 
binding tie upon the conscieuces of those who 
ae forgivness is a characteristick ‘ot their 

od. 

These are some of the recommendations 
with which universalism presents itself to mor- 
tals desirous of truth, and these alune, it is 
thought, are sufficient to ensure it a cordial 
reception by all sober and reflecting minds. 
Many objections are indced raised against this 
heaven-born system, but they ure neither so 
many ngr so wéighty as they were in the days 
of Christ and his apostles. Ignorance has so 
long ruled in matters of religion, superstition 
so long reigned over the consciences of men, 
that.multitades‘are afraid to embrace the ser- 
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(unent, becagse they think it so good, and so 
desirable tizat ijt cannot be true. But the sen- 
timeut spreads and through the good provi. 
deace-uf God.we believe it will continue ra- 
pidly todncrease. 


Man is & rational being and when he recov- 


ers the exercise of his intellectual powers he 
will bid adicu to those systems which origina- 
ted in ignorance aud have beea perpetuated 
by frand or tradition; be will then embrace 
enlarged and liberal views, he will consider 
Jehovah the Father of mankiod. and maakind 
us brethren, he will thon Jove with all his heart 
the Father, aad lovo with all his faculties the 
éhiliren, O. A, B. 
IS 








Z FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE CHRISTIAN’S CONSOLATION, 

Among the various subjects which present 
themselves for our consideration, there are 
none which appear to affect the mind so deep- 
ly, and leave so lasting an impression, as the 
contemplation of the close of man’s designs 
and hopes, and the termination of his earttrly 
career. 


If-we would but for a moment, consider | 


ourselves as on the confines of our earthly 
existence, from which we are soon to rush | 
imto endless scenes of untried realities, no 
More to returp, we cannot but be struck with 
the most powerful sensations in beholding a 
spectacle so admirably solemn and so vastly 
sublime... lt appears to.me that this is by | 
fur the unost yrand and glorious situatiyn in oar 
whole lives; placed, as we may say, on the 
borders of two existences, we are enabled to 
contrast the never-ending felicity of the one 
with the fruitless glory of the other. 
we are enabled to realize, that the things of 
this world are temporaf and cgn never pee 
those Which were intended for the niére 

and uncorrupted regions of eternal resi, sed 
we can look back, with an eye of pity, on the 
fruitless attempts’ which we have made »to 
acq:vire that happiness which is the’ grand ob- 
ject of man’s pursuit. 

Here we can see that fame, honour, and 
renown, purchased at the expense of life and 
treasure, are no more than airy phantoms, or 
deceitful illusions of happiness, and ¢an exist 
only in the imperfection of human conception 
and the short sightedness of finite and imper- 
fect mam. Here.we can see,-that it is not the 
sound of titles, the splendour of nobility, the 
pomp of ceremonies, nor all the carnal indul- 
gences and sensual gratifications which this 
world has to bestow, that will in the least pro- 
duce that peace of mind which :knows no sor- 


row and feels no discontent. Here we have 
the consolation of realizing that this world is 
not our abiding place; that although pain 
may rack our mortal frames awhile, yet we do 
confidently anticipate that, glorious period 
elivered from this bondage 


when we shall be 
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| 


Here }, 





of corruption, ae taken from this wala 
region of to enjoy an everlasting rest 

in a world not made with hands ctorual ia 
the heavens. nehe we realize that our deli 

very from this thraldom of darkness and ls 
tion is the power of Lim * who wor 

things after the counsel of bis ows will” 

It is this trust, this confidence, this ys De 
that enables us to bear the various ills of 
and affords us a pleasing aad happy trium;-4 
in the solemn hour of death When the Jast 
gasp of expiring nature shall make its 
ance in the pallid features of the true ee, 
he is doubly strengthened with the hope, that 
when his spirit shall-take its flight from this , 
tenement of clay, the carnal propensities of 
his earthly nature will no longer, trouble him, 
but that his spirit will ascend ito the unpollu- 
ted regions of eternal bliss, there to chant 
the adorable perfections of the Uuiversal God 
ia praises everlasting He not only rejoices 
in beholding his own emancipation, but that 
of the whole family of Adam; those with 
whom the tied, of affection were inseparably 
interwoven; those with whom ap intimate 
acquaintance through a long course of life 
had rendered near and dear, and most of all, 
those who were bound by the strong ligaments 
of kindred relationship: All these he beholds’ 
traversing the same path and destined to the 
same priviliges which he is about te realize. 
Although he sees that they are now encum- 
bered witli a multitude of evil,, such as pain, 
sickness and distress, yet he views it only as 
a preparatory means, to make them realize the 
exceeding riches of our heavenly Redeemer, 
Oh, what a glorious spectacle is here exhibit. 
ted! too grand to be described, rk gpd 
be expressed. 

Such is the believer’s hope; and deh the’ 
Christian’s consolation. With such @ pros-__ 
pect as this he can leave this world: without — 
regret, and bid a final adieu to all terestrial 
things, without uttering the least complaint, 
or casting one impenitent refleetior, 

He can bid an affectionate farewell to those’ 
with whom his happiest hours have been 
spent, whose endearing ties time cannot de-: 
stroy,whose unsinking worth language cannot 
speak, and whose meritorious ca: will _be’ 
held up to unborn generations as aif illustrious 
example for imitation, With such a hope as 
this, he is enabled to say, * welcome, death, 
thou glorious deliverersfrom this world of. 
sorrow ; no moré shall cares and perplexities 
disturb my repose; no more shali grief and: 

pointment blast my peace, nor ike rude 

of adversity strike fearful terrour into 

te aptly bat thou, O thou stern monarch 
of the grave, 1 hail thee, I greet thee as the 
final destroyer of affliction, and the unbiassed 
friend of poor, weak and miserable man. The . 
hand that is now palsied, and the body that is ” 
now racked with exoruciating pains, bebolds 
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th ‘heggard coanteuance, thy unrelenting fea- 
“ares, ‘without one pang” of despair or oven of 
” “So that his last ejaculation is, come, | 
thou genéral friend of man, take my spirit to | 
‘Him who gave it, and ‘let my body retarn to 
the dust from whence it came. 

Such is the language of those whose con- 
‘Yidence is in God, and whose support is the 
word of divine light, love and truth. Such 
-are the feelings of those, whose faith is built 
“on the fulness of the gospel, and whose hopes 
“are anchored in the belief of the final redemp- | 
‘tion of all mankind from sin and iniquity. 


Lockport, Bec. 29, 1827. C.H. 


IMPANTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 


™ “phe trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 








SABBATH SCHOOLS.---NO. 1. 
‘Tt is new no longer a secret that a leading object 


“with those who are most zealous in instituting sabbath | 


schools, is, and indeed has ever been, to imprint upon 
the tender minds of children the peeuliar tenets of or- 
thodoxy. The utmost charity cannot now induce us 


to think otherwise ; for the measures pursued are cal- | 
“culated to force upon the mind of every rational man | 
a full convictien of the fact. Any questions, therefore, | 


as to'thé claims of such institutions apon publick ap- 
probation, ‘resolve ‘themselves into this one inquiry, 
Ought an enlightened community to lend its aid and 
encouragement to assist in the perpetuation of seetari- 
anism? We shall assume the negative of this ques- 
‘tion, and give our reasons for so doing. 

A sectarian Spirit is hostile to the genius and life of 
thé gospel. Nothing can be more evident than that it 


was the intention of our Saviour Jesus Christ to incul- . 
cate the pure principles of unlimited benevolence, 


‘Avy thing, therefore, which is at variance with this 
‘sentiment, is opposed to the religion he taught; and 


he who,does not know that sectarian dogmas, (no | 
matter of what. kind,) tend to instil into the mind a 


tracted spirit, is too ighorant to be despised. So 

these efforts to doctrinate the rising generation, 

are hostile to the pure principles of Christianity, and 
her.ce ought to be discountenanced. 

. ‘That many do honestly believe it their duty to edu. 


». cate their children in the rudiments of orthodoxy, isa 


fact too palpable to be denied ; but because they thus 
think, is nogxidence'that others who entertain diier- 
ent views should encourage them in so doing. True, 
such persons have the right to direct the minds of their 
own children, but their authority goes no farther ;— 
others have a right no less dear or inalienable, to 
think and to act differently. Hence, all those who are 
convineed of the impropriety of inculcating in the 
minds of children the tenets of any sect, are called 
upon to say to the advocates of Sabbath schools, “ thus 
far shalt thou come, ‘and ‘no farther.” In other words, 
those who have seen thie evil effects of inculeating see- 
farianism among children, are called upon by conside- 


' ©-rations ‘of great importance, to withdraw their aid 
. from such institutions. 


As We intend hereafter to be more particular in no- 


ticing this subject, the evil effects of Sunday schools 
will not be fully described at this time. It miny not be 
amiss, however, to remark, that the evils flowing 
from such institutions are neither few nor small, set- 
ting uside, for the present, those already notiéed; We 


are fully aware that this statement will be regarded by 


some as an assumption, but we think ourselves able to 
make it appear, that they ought to be regarded with a 
jealous eye by all friends to religion and the youth of 
our country. 
If, then, Sabbath schools are found on examination 

; to be detrimental to those whose benefit is designed to 
| be promoted by them, how can persons of liberal and 
| enlightened views feel justified in supporting them? 
Would it be best to suffer our children to fall from a 
| precipice lest by saving them we should give offence to 

our neighbours? On what principle, then, can wo 
| consent to have their tender minds contuminated by the 
inculeation of sentiments which our better reason con- 
demns? : 

a ed 

| BIBLES, BIBLES, BIBLES. 
We have been not a little amused to see the potapeus 

aceounts of the extraordinary benevolence of the self- 
styled orthodox, in supplying the bible to all the “ des- 
titute” in ourcountry. We can hetdly take up a paper 
of the limitarian stamp, but we find the statement of 
some resolution of some Bible Society to supply all 
the “destitute” in some particular county or state 
with a bible. Even the good editors of our political 
papers willevery now and then give currency to some 
“ charity” of the kind ; and indeed one would almost 
think, from the noise made about it, that the world 
would soon be evangelized, if in no other way, by the 
distribution of bibles. 

But, N. B. in several instances, the pompous “ re. 
ports” of those friends of God and orthodoxy, who 
compose these socicties, have turned out to te incor- 
rect. We remember not “many montis ago hearing 
it said, that a palpable blunder had been made relative 
to the number of the “destitute” in this county; and, 
if we mistuke not, certain of the inhabitants accused 
the authours of the statement of misrepresentatign, in 
a publick manner, Inthe county of Wayne, a similar 
misstatement wes made not long since, and ‘publickly 
centradieted; and yet the “ benevolent exertion:” of 
these pious persons are trumpetted abroad as if all 
“creation had been in bondage until now.” Judging 
from these facts we conclude that many other state- 
ments of the same kind are equally destitute of truth. 
To say the least, tlie publick have a right to conclude 
that these accounts are considerably exaggerated. 

But there is some reason to believe that the object 
with these bible societies is to trumpet forth their 
charities, that the publick may. be induced to give 
more liberally for their support. A certain quack dce- 
tor was accustomed to magnify the difficulties of every 
case, that the cure might appear the more marvellous; 
and our good Doctors of Divinity, by representing the 
-citizens of our country “ deplorably destitute” enhance 
the value of their charities in supplying them with 
the word of God. 
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‘The wonder of al! wonton is this—why printers 
and editors of papers should be so anxious to tell these 
tales of benevolenée. Do they know that ‘there is al- 
reatly a péwerful’ mofioply in the printing of bibles, 
which, by means of its overgrown funds, can print so 
cheap that no common press can compete with it ?— 
There is not, we aver, an establishment which can 
afford bibles as cheap as the mammoth Bible Society 
in this country. We donot mean that they do not sell 
them as low, but that the Society can make more mo- 
ney on any given amount of capital than any individu- 
al establishment in America. All this clamiour, then, 
about the benevolent exertions of' this institution is 
mere wind; for the money expended in the distribu- 
tion of bibles was begged of the publick, and belongs 
to those from whom it Was taken. But we should be 
surprised if it should not yet appear, that those. who 
have the “fingering of the dollars” have been carefal 
to pay themselves out of the “ Lord's Treasury.” But, 
after all, we would recommend it to all our “ destitute” 
readers, to apply for a bible without delay, for the 
more the “ parent institalion” is made to disgorge it- 
self, the better. 

FELT 
IMPORTANT DECISION. 

The following, which is taken from the N.Y. En- 
huirer of the 18th ultimo, shows that there is yet a 
redeeming spirit in our country, to which we may 
look with confidence for the final extermination of 
bigotry, “and an effectual defence of our civil and reli- 
gious rights. The absurd idea that a belief in a future 
state of rewards and punishments is the only sufficient, 
or indecd, any sanction at all, to the oath or affirma- 
tion of a witness, is fast losing ground. The time has 
come when men begin to know that the boasted re- 
straints of orthodoxy exist only in name, and that we 
need not resort to mystery to find a preventative for 
any vice with which oar world is afilicted. 

Wise men had long since discovered the fact, that 
the rewards and punishments to be expected in time 
were amply. sufficient to give a due sanction’to an 
affirmation in any case however important; but it bas 
iemained for this generation to demonstrate that fact 
to the world. The framers of our declaration of inde- 
pendence were fully satisfied of all this, and did much 
towards the establishment of it as en aztom in morali- 
ty and civil jurisprudence ; but their successors were 

* left to stem the tide of intolerance and secure the en- 
jeyment of the rights of conscience td all of every 
tame. It will be plain to any one who will take the 
trouble to examine the subject, that to deny any person 
the privilege of his oath or affirmation ina court of 
justice merely because his opinions were different 
from those of others, is effectually to violate the insti- 
tutions ef our country. True, the oath of a man 
morally disqualified, ought not to be received as evi- 
dence in any case; but care should be taken ‘that 
mere matters of opinion are not construed into immor- 
ality. Some of our more enlightened jurists have dis- 
ctiminated between depravity of heart and errour of 
doctrine, and have learned to appreciate a man’s moral 
worth without regard to seatatian creeds. “An impoft- 








ant improvement, then, has vere brought about, and 
we are concerned’ to know who have been most poe 
in effecting it. 

Have limitarians laboured ‘to secure this rah to 
their fellow'men? Haye they not v 
tended that all those who ‘Geny the notion of fei 
endless punishment should be prohibited the ory 
of giving their testimony in courts of,justice ac 
have : and even now, their ea a presses are teem- 
ing with arguments to sustain such _Aanti-republican 
principles. There mey be honourable exceptions to 
this remark, but asa body, the different sects of be- 
lievers in endless misery have done all in their power 
to deprive a respectable portion of their fellow citi- 
zens of the right under consideration... “Phere ‘have 
been persons of liberal sentiments among our Unitarian 
brethren who have latoured with us to secure this 
inestimable privilege to all; and not a few among 
those who are denominated unbelievers have espoused 
the cause of equal liberty ; but we affirm that Univer. 
salists have been the steady defenders of this right, 
and they only, as 4 people, have acted in concert for 
the attainment of that object. _We do not say that 
others have not done any thing in the cause, but that 
Universalists, despised-as they have been, are entitled 
tothe reward of publick approbation for having been 
the leaders in this work of reform. We do not aim 
for them all the credit, nor pretend they have acted 
from disinterested motives altogether; but we aver, 
that had it vot pleased Heavenito. prosper our senti- 
ments in this éountry, @ portion of our fellow. eitizens 
might have been, at this time, deprived of this most 
previous gift of God. We give, therefore, the follow- 
ing, asa case in point, to show the benefits which 
have already and eanuot fail to result from persever- 
ance in the great and gloriots: work in which we are 
engaged, and hope out fellow eitizens will render 
honour to whom it is due. PEN. 

OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS. 


We have»lately had considerable discussion 
in Rhode Island relative to the admissibility” 
of testimony from persons called infidels : and 
indeed the question is constantly presenting 
itself in some shape or other, 

On the 29th ult./an action of trover was 
brought in the Marine Court before Judge 
Scott. 

On behalf of the plaintiff a "gentleman, a 
member of the New York Free Press Assétia- 
tion, was produced to give testimony, but was 
objected to by counsel for the defendant, on 
the ground that ke did not believejin aGod 
nor in a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments, 

The. Judge interfered and barre the 
legal propriety of interrogating the witness 
upon matters appertaining to any particular 
créed or religious belief, and as @ sanction for 
this opinion he quoted several eminent laiv 
authorities, and late decisions regarding the 
admission of evidence from witnesses which 
might entertain opinions probably similar to 
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those of the it witness, and the law 
went even so far as to say that those termined 
Infidels who held to the solemn obligation and 
inviolability of an oath were clearly admissible 
as evidence. nikiing 

The counsel for the defendant again urged, 
that notwithstanding these authorities they 
could not see how they applied to the present 
Witness, for they were ready to produce evi- 
dence that this gentleman’s philosophy taught 
himto deny the existence of a God altogether, 
and also a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments, and he has in an’ especial manner 
avowed his entire disbelief in the God of Mo- 


ses. 

The counsel for the plaintiff here argued 
upon the variods points in the law authorities, 
und decisions already quoted; and also re- 
specting the undoubted veracity of the wit- 
ness, whose affirmation ought and inust be 
admitted as sufficient evidence in this cause 
or in any cause. 

The counsel for the defendant frankly ad 
mitted the veracity of the witness and from 
what they knew of the gentleman, they would 
as svom take his simple affirmation, as the oath 
of any one. “They expressed no farther inte- 
rest in the question, than being pressed to 
urge the objection by their ciient. 

From some suggestions thrown out by the 
Jiidge, at the»instigation of counsel, the wit- 
ness obtained permission to state his opinions 
of a Gody anda future state of rewards and 
punishments. .* 

He believed, he said, in a Great, Powerful, 
and Immutable. ruling principle, inherent in 
athe whole of nature, and this may’be said to: 
govern the Universe. He cared not, neither 
did heeonsider it of any importance, whéther 
‘this spirit or principle was denominated God, 
or any other appellation. © As to his opinions 
of a future state of rewards and povishments, 

he considered this subject of so abstruse and 
complicated a naturé, as might tend to a high 
philosophical discussion, that perhaps would 
not be in accordance with the regular proceed- 
ings of this, or any other Court of Justicc. 
Regarding the solemn obligation of an oath, 
he had no hesitation to say, that a false oath 
or affirmation, being an evil act, would carry 
with it, or produce its own punishments, as 
virtae has its own reward, and this punishment 
might be said tobe during the present or any 
future state of existence. He expressed an 
inclination to-go no farther om the present 
occasion, when the-court asked him,-if he had 
scruples to sweat 5 ayer Bible, He replied 
is affirmation was accord- 


in the affirmative,’ 


ingly taken as legal testimony in the cause. 
5; “PLAIN TRUTH.” 

An arrangement has been made with the gentlemen 
‘who issued Proposals for publishing a semi-mguthly 


%, 


paper with the above title, by which they -will be 
supplied .with the “ Gospel Advocate and Impartial 
Investigator.” This paper, it willbe perceived, eon- 
tains double the quantity of matter of the proposed 
publication, and at only one third extra expense,— 
Ordinarily the Advocute will -afford as much reading 
on the subjects desigued to be discussed in Plain Truth 
a3 could bedisplayed ona half sheet, and this paper 
has never-been pledged to any sect, farther than gos- 
pel truth and right reason would justify, nor will it be, 
so long as it remains in the hands of its present pro- 
prictors, It may be proper to state, that a list of the 
subscribers to Plain Truth has been forwarded to. us, 
and those to whom this number may be sent, who are 
disposed to accept it, if they have not paid already, 
will please forward us One Dollar and fifty cents, or if 
they have puid any part, to forward the remainder by. 
mail, or return this sheet to the Editor Gos, Advocate, 
Auburn, N. ¥. without delay. If more convenient, 
subscribers to P. T. can send us a Dollar note fur the 
extra fifty cents, the balance of which will be applied 
on the postage; or two dollars if nothing has yet beew 
paid which will entitie each subscriber to the’ Adyocate 
one year free of postage. 

This arrangement, it is believed, will ‘meet with 
general approbatioa ; and we hope to convince all our 
readers that we abhor priestcraft, in all its varied forms, 
ia exact proportion to our love of civil liberty and 
teligious freedom. Our motto shall be *'fhe truth— 
the whole truth—and nothing but the truth” while 
it will be our constant aim to oppose with firmness 
that wicked and abominable policy which threatens to 
demolish the fuir temple of our country's freedom, and 
erect in its stead a Theocracy, the oracle of which is 
May speaking from a cloud of impenetrable mystery 
tw -his infatuated and deluded fellows. 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


4+ EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE Part.” 





TO THE READERS OF THE ADVOCATE. 

On presenting our paper in its present form, it may 
not be amiss to offer a few introductory remarks, In 
attempting this annual task we have another object in 
view than merely a compliance with custom—viz. 
that of dedicating this volume of the “Gospe., Ap- 
vocaTE AND ImpaRTiAt InvestTrGaTor” to the 
cause of liberal and rational priuciples. 


We consider it an.axiom in moral philosophy, that 
the mind should be kept (ree; hence, the impropriety 
of pledging ourselves to maintain any particular .doe- 
trines, either as relates to religion or morals, will ap- 
pear obvious, Our opinions may be different at some 
future period from what they now are; and’ though 
we might enter into engagements with the reader to 
contend for what we vow believe, and though such 
engagements might bind us to the ap ce of uni- 
formity of sentiment, yet they could not control our 
mind or - Opinions. The mind is, it t ever, it 
of necessity will be, rree, or influe solely by 
the ebjects presented before it. This freedom of the 
mind ani its proper concomitant, liberty of speech, 
el orton is dear to each of our readers; and if it 
‘is of value to thea, they will cheerfully concede that 
the conductors i papers ought by no means 





te be shackled with set opinions or established creetls- 
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it will thérefore bea privilege which we shall claim 
fr ourself, to think, to speak, and act without re- 
draint, so far as muy be compatible with the dictates 
of reason and moral rectitude. 

While our own mind is carefully kept open to con- 
yietion, we shall claim and exercise the right of ani- 
nadverting upon the opinions of cihers. ‘This wall be 
dove, not with a view tolinjure the feelings of any 
nan or numberof men, but that truth may be elicit- 
el and presented in its vative simplicity to the world. 
If any feel themselves annoyed - by our. plainness of + 
speech, they will have liberty, if they evuid person- 
lities, to enter our columus and correct us by argu- 


t. 
TD, arena alone in the opinion that the liberties 
four country are jeopardized by the accumulason of 
fonds to. a vast amount, which are already in the 
hands of the elergy,and their sutteliites. lt will there- 
fre become our duty and our privilege to exhibit to 
ourreaders the plain facts of all such unholy en- 
crachments;"that the publick may know when to 
withhold their favours, aud when, and how strenu- 
ously, to oppose those schemes of clerical aggraudize- 
ment. We have long been sutisfied that the object 
with the popular religionists of odr couviry has beeu 
tovbtain for themselves a supremacy over the ainds, 
consciences, and purses of their fellow-citizens ; and 
this impression receives daily strength from their mau- 
tgement, and particularly from developements recerit- 
lymade, Well would it be for our country were this 
al: But recently unequivocal declarations have been 
made by men of high standing among our nomunally 
orthodox cler.y, that nore but people of their own 
samp ought te be elected to offices of honour or emol- 
ument! Such sentiments, coming from such men, are 
tileulated to excite the most serious apprehensions in 
themind of every friend of man or lover of his coun- 
try; and we feel itto be our duty, to oppose with 
firmness all such attempts to amalgamate church and 
date. Weshall endeavourtoawaken the publick to 
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serve as an intreduction to:these which may follow 
teagbope that each future discourse may be illustra- 
tive of thuse ‘importaut. facts *'writteu . within” thé 
sacred volume, and draw the investigating powers of 
the mind from the “title page” to w tion 
of those divine realities disclused by the Word from 
heaven. The opening of the seals will be gradual 
but we look for the time when the full blaze of edles= 
tial light shall burst upop the eye balls of the meutal- 
ly blind, praise be elicited from every o-ngue, and 
gratitude fromevery heart. [i the wa wen upott 
the walls of Zion du but remain faithful, the glory of 
the Lord will be revealed, and <!! desh shall see it to- 
gether, ~ 2. et ; 

It.is impossible for us-at this time to express our: 
thanks to vur numerous patrons for their liberality and 
promptitude in sending us corrected and a ted 
lists of subscribers trom every quarter. The increase 
of our patrocage, we arerhappy to say, is entirely up~< 
precedented. We. rejoice, that our, fri prove 
themselves worthy of al} confidence in the hour of trial, 
Their promptitude, their peadiness to overlook the 
faults of our head, and the misconceptions of our mind, 
their engagedness in the catise,; their activity in epréad- 
ing the guod tidings of the gospel to the utmost ‘liniits 
of theif ubility, affords the assurance that. they, wilt 
hand down the precious gift of religious li 
eternal truth to posterity, even should the b 
their devoted hearts be required to sustain it. With 
such supporters, and such prespeets, and such substan- 
tial aid, we shall * thank God and take courage” te ga 
on with our arduous Jabours. The Redeemer of Israe| 
is with us, and there isnothing in all God's holy mouu- 
tain to make us afraid. Wishing prosperity to all dur- 
ing the year, and with prayers for the of 
truth and liberal principles, we add no mores : 

STE ee we 
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THE PREMIUM. 
Oar readers are apprized.of the fuct that a premium 





asense of its danger, and lend our feeble aid im guard- 
ing against all evils of that description, : 

We are providentially located in a place which 
may with propriety be termed the focus of orthodoxy. 
Weare placed, as it were, on * Pisgah’s top,” where | 
we lave an opportunity of beholding the operations | 
of the self-styled * armies of the living God” in all { 
their serpentine movemcats ; wo be io us if we fail to | 
sound the tocsin of alarm whenever danger is tu Le 
apprehended. The Theological Seminary being loca- 
ted in this place, it may be expected that our opportu- 
nities for acquiring infor mution will not be misimpro- 
ved, 

While we shall endeavour to guard the ark of 
Christian liberty, we shall not furget to render what 
aid we can in building up, in the hearts of men, the 
temple of pure religion. The unprecedented increase 
of ight throughout the territory in which our paper 
circulates, demands that we should strive to keep puce 
with the improvement going ou, and eudeavour to 
rebuild the walls of Zien whenever they become di- 
lapiddted by the controversialists of the variant sects 
nour country. Bet the duties which devolve upon 
US are too numerous to be particularly specified in 
this article; fet it suffice, therefore, that we shall 
“contend earnestly for the faith” and do all in our 
power to lengthen the cords, and strengthen the stakes 
of our universal Zion, by exciting to a noble ardour 
inthe cause of truth, and pointing out the “way in 
which we should go.” ; , 

This number may be considered as a specimen of 
those to follow, both in matter and arrangement. We 
rongratulate our readers on the valuable acquisitions 
fo our correspoudents which have been recently re- 
ceived. We are happy in bejag able to present our 
patrons in this number, with t mon by Br. O. A. 
Srownson, It contains much useful matter and will 


ad 





lias been oflered tothe’students in theology belonging 
to the Seinivary in this place, of Twenty fox 
the best, anda sett of Mosheim’s Ecclesiastical - 
ry for the second best essay aGAINsT the doctrine of | 
Universalism. premium of twenty dollars was 
offered by a gentleman of voledins the dies ; 
and the Students were assured the srigoted 
in an houest desire foknow the truth, and to it 
promulgated to the world. We have pledged ourselves 
to publish the exay, however conclusive it might be 
agaist the doctrine we profess; aud at the time had 
no goud reason to believe that they wonld refuse or 
negiect tu stand forth in the opposition to our sensi-~. 
meuts, But we are compelled to inform the publick 
that as yet we have received nothing from —. 
What strange fatality has deprived us of the sati 
tion of giving our readers the lucubrations of 
“wise ones” we are unable to divine. Pesnapsyhow- 
ever, we may yei be instructed by some of them 
what to say ; or pussibly we may yet receive the Es- 
say ; but should they fail after all, we thay attempt 
to set before the world the langaage of their conduct; 
and endeavour to give a reason, if not ana . 
thei: silence. Meantime, we again-renew the inyite-. 
sre and humbly a pprietly entreat the a : 
of thé Semina vour the waiti ith 
their Lest, elort tan scdtiine of the final re- 
stitution of allthi 2 Rotwrithetanding the time has. 
elapsed in 4 we. it, yet we cheerfully 
extead it fa er, an ige ourselves. to bestow the 
premiums, as ori red, if the essay shall be 
forthcoming during the present month, on the condi- 
tions heretofore specified. _ Epiror. 
j —_ 
New Socixry.—It is With much ‘satisfaction that 
we are enabled to state, that a New Society of believ- 


{"ers inthe Restitation has recently becu formed in the 
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i village of Ithaca, Tompkins county, N. Y. 
They have eqpoenied sn eruneins Soe ministeriak, 
bonrs of Br. O. A. Brownson, who has taken w 
abode with them, and who has already begun a good 
work among them, and bids fair to be the honoured 


instru cre _——S the sey of God and 
the happiness yen in that place. They at present 
hold their ingsin the Academy, but appearances 
indicate, that ere they will erect a house of wor- 
ship, vee trath divine, dnadulterated with the 
wisdom o/en, shall be fearlessly proclaimed, and 


joyfally received by many. May peace, unity, and 
heaven-born kindness be multiplied among then. 
Tar Society at Burrato, has engaged the ser- 
yices‘of BrsM. Morgan, wirse labours, we are in- 
formed, are eminently successful. We rejoice to learn 


that present prospects in that place are very flatteri 1g, 
and hope the time may come | , teath cause 
the mo of to totter . 


upon its tion, and the votaries of errour 
shall flee to the strong hol:ls of Reason for safety. 
UNIVERSALISM AT WASHINGTON. 
Bya notice in the United States Telegraph of Dec. 
25,’we learn that our indefatigable brother, T. Fisk, 
Was to preach on Sunday the 18th, at the Capitol in 
the Representatives’ Hall. It is well for the friends of 
truth that we have those among us who are capable of 
defending the faith before the more enlightened portion 
ef our ci and who have sifficient enterprize to 
earry the spiritual warfare into the camp of the enemy. 
We trust the Stripling of Israel will contend valiently 


—— 
POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A WATCHMAN UPON THE WALLS, 

Lam persuaded that some into whose hands 

this may will conclude the writer would 





“have: manifested more prudence to, have re- 


mained in obscurity the remainder of his life 
But as truth is my motto, and a host of faith- 
ful’champtons arejeading the van, | have fo 
thing to fear from tran which bringeth a snare ; 
neither do I court the favours, or dread the 
frowns of self-styled orthodox profgssors. But 
to tse the language of De. L. Beecher, * an 
open field and fair play is all we ask and 
avhat we shall insist upon, and let God speed 
the right.” Welldone Dr. fair play is a jewel! 
Bat to the. subject. 

As a preacher of the Gospel, and a watch- 
manon the walls of Zion, it is my doty to 
watch over ty own, and guard the righis of 
my fellow-cilizens, and see that no one en 
croaches—to sound the alarm at every ap- 
proach of dadiger.” “And #{ there ever was a 
time when this was it 1s wt present : 
when every nerve of orthodoxy is strained, 
‘and every machine in motion, to support su- 
perstition and bigotry, calculated to ensiave 
man, and influence the most simple to offer up 
their reason on the altar of human tradition, 
and_bow in reverence at the shrine of idolatry. 
And if the question is asked who is at the 
fousdation ef this unhallowed work, ‘the an- 
sweris‘* Mystery, Babylon, the mother of har- 
hots, and the abomination of the earth.” Now, 





this venerable old matron could not bave been 
a mother without children, and it is very aato- 
ral té suppose she would teach her daughters 
to practice the same abominations, and drink 
the contents of her cup. They have prover! 
themselves faithful to her instructions, and 
zealous in her cause, Remeniber, that while 
the mother and her daughters iro found” em. 
ployed in this strange world, they ay 
tessors of Zion, therefore deserve ¢ 
The prophet Isaiah 3d Chap. dese 
daughters of Zivn in their apostacy, as walk- 
ing with stretched forth necks, and 

eyes, mincing as they go, and making a tink 
tig with ther feet ; similar td those in moderp 
times who are walking the streets of Zion, 
mincing because they are bound. “the 
chords of superstition and gry. lng 
with their feet, fo denote their good Works in 
the cause of religion. But we discover no 
natural or graceful mien, for they are hooded 
and veiled, their features distorted, girded not 
With truth, but self-importance, showing some 
times, Symptoms of feigued humility, at oth- 
ers, a head and shoulders above the common 
people. And this is all accounted for when 
we consider they have been stretched on the 
bed-stead of Ogg. and desire to see others tor- 
tured by the same instrument. Proverbs ix 
chap. we have a description given of one of 
those unchaste children, called a “ strange wo- 
man filled with flattery and deceit.”—Looking 
through the casement of my watch-tower, I 
beheld many simple ones walking the streéts 
of Zion m the twilight, and in the dark night, 
who, when approaclied by this lond and stub- 
born chatacter possessing in some degree the 
confidence, impudence and ignorance of a N. 
ora F of modern times who have made a 
vy eonspicuous figure in the religious world, 
who like the one described in the Proverbs, 
they lay on violent bands, hold their victim 
fast until they have described the furniture of 
the bed of Egyptian manufacture, and express. 
ed their love for immortal souls; and accord. 
‘og to their story, they have made their peace 
with God, offered their offerings, entered into 
solemn coveuant ever-more to luve and never 
sip 





The wr:ter of this has been one of the simple 
ones thus caught, flattered and inticed to try 
this and solace himself with the promised love; 
hat by painfal experience he found the 
too short to stretch on, and the ceveri 
narrow to wrap ; therefore, to use the igure 
which.ought to denole rest and ease, we well 
P know the limited systems of men were never 
caloulated to give peace, ease. or rest to: the 
soul. A few-ofthose popular doctrines area 
follows . The fall of Angels from heaven ; 
depravity ; infinity of sin ; partial election, | 
reprobation ; a wrathful Deity ; the mysterious 
doctrine ofthe trinity ;a personal, tormenting 








devil; and at last what is called the bone acd 
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marrow of the Gospel, ENDLESS DAMNATION to 
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alarge portion of our race! These are among 
the many absurdities warmly advocated by 
s of religion And whenever any 

yan of reason, candour and treth, shall dare tu 
er reason to assame her empire and tora 
his back on these creeds of huihan invention, 
he may expect the senseless hue and cry will 
follow, “ heresy, heresy!” Bat I am determin- 
ise io strength of truth divine. 

the dust, put on the beau- 


garme of sulvation, and go forth in the 
drength of the Lord, vindicating the glory 






wad excellence of his character, and by his 
assistance, to continue in the best cause that 


_ ever engaged the faculties of man, or called 


jotoexercise his social »ffections ; by which he 
scrote every blessing with his fellow 
man!” the glorious doctrine of God’s ever- 
lasting love, lays a sure foundation for man’s 
present peace und fills the soul with the sacred 
prelibations of immortal joys. With these views 
and feelings, we can go heart and hand in the 
good cause of religiou, for we have something 
torely on: and as an evidence of our love 
to the Supreme, we ought to practice every 
virtue that is beneficial to others as well as 
ourselves ; for our interest is one. Some will 
say that this doctrine will answer for this life ; 
yes it will, there 1s life in the trath But say 
some,” it will not answer to die by.” If they 
mean that man cannot die morally while he 
possesses moral life. we honour their judge- 
ment, As it respects the dissolution of the 
body. If I retain my reasoning powers I shill 
beas willing to trust God in another state, as 
the present. ‘The reason why people are not 
more happy here. is, they do not reflect’n the 
principles calculated to happify ; and the fea- 
son why some are always io fear about the fu- 
ture state of their fellow Seings, is, they.re 
ignorant of the nature aod pertections of the 
true and living God, And by some strange 
infatuation men have created one in their own 
imaginations, as changable, weak and wrathfal 
. themselves. As Pope has justly express- 
ed it— 
God’s partial, changeful, passionate unjust, 
Whose attributes are wrath, revenge and lust, 
Such as the souls of cowards might conceive, 
And form’d li uts, tyrants would believe. 
- Bat we adore the Supreme Fountain of life, 
light and immortality : we ask no. other God, 
for He supplies all our wants. according to his 
own faluess, through the medium of the Gos- 
pel which is heaven's proclamation of good ti- 
dings to all. A Warcumay. 


EDUCATION OF FEMALES. 

Tn the education of both sexes, much would 
be gained by definite conceptions of the ends 
which instraction is.expected to accomplish, 
Parents too seldom take the trouble of think- 
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+ In the education ef fepales, then, what ine 
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ing much on this point : poncho Be a am 
clined to very vague impressions “educa — 
tion is a good and respectable thing, which can- 
not well be dispensed with —a matter of course, 
a decent, atid, onthe whole, a usefal compli. 
ance with custom. In regard 10 particular 
branches it is presumed that modern improve- 
ment or the fashion of the day will leadto the 
right selection, and the proper quantity of time 
aod attention. Fathers are usuallyso absorb- 
ed in business, and mothers in domestic cares, 
that no thorough investigation of this subject 
is attempted, and all is relinquished to the 
judgement of 'the teacher or the choice of the 
pupil. 

it would be farfrom advan for pa- 
rents to éxercise a fretful iat rae 
dictatorial direction im regard to the Betaits of 
instruction; but every mother who wishes to 
see her daughter truly well educated, should 
put herself m possession of thoughts enough on 
the subject to make her an intelligent observer : 
of the progress of ber child, and an harmon- 
ious and efhcient agent in conjunction with 
ihe teacher.—The ability thas far at least .to 
aid the improvement of their children, is with- 
io the attainment of all mothers w afford 
time for daily reading and reflectio®: it implies 
no personal applicationto study: it requires 
nething beyond a desire to exert a useful infla- 
ence in advancing the great objects of educa 
tion, by an endeavor to ascertain what these | 
are, 

Much light would thus be shed on the part 
which a mother may: advantageously take jin 
aiding the efforts of teachers, or,aliempting to 
supply any thiog that may seem to be want- 
ing. Were mothers to think oftencr on>what 





they have felt to be actually so useful them- 


selves in life, what their experience has _pro- 
nounced Oseless, and what they feel to have 
been omissions in their own edvucatién, there 
would neither be a disposition to countenance 
the degredation of the sex by restricting Woman 
to anarrow and illiberal sphere of acquire- 
ment, nor to authorise the waste of invaluable. 
time in laborious but useless application. . 


the object? It ts not usually tomake cithe 
artists. housemaids, or scholars, and 
drawing are delightfel accowplishments; they 






are an admirable discipline of taste. But they 
are far from indis to usefulness 
or happiness ; | alarge purt 


of the day tot clusion of less elegant ac- 
quirements their tendency isto make the mind > 
weak and worthless. Domestick i 

ments are a truly usefgh part of education, for 
which every mother is responsible ; they are 
a field of benevolent labour; and their influence 
on the disposition and character, is highly fa- 


vorable in all situations of life. But if they — 


encroach ona single hour belonging to mental 
tion 


improvement they are a source of 
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to the min ates interfereswith hi i 
sm snl ot eaten and 


no ‘ ; 
uoavailiag study, however, that there is, per- 


haps, most reason for compliin’.—Mattemas. 


ticians and Naguists 80.0 menmutt be by ; ro 
fession; it is thei sphere of usefulness » aud 
science and literature,totbherm: utmost attaina- 
ble extent, it isthe duty of such men toi, ac- 
quire. fo'an humbler measure these pursnits 
nee requisite to all professional life. Net so 
with the female sex: their object seldom or 
never is express preparation for any screntifick 
or literary parpose. General mental improve- 
meat is the rational aim of sach studies among 
femaics, when time permits-application to’ ex- 
tend beyond*the indispensable limits of a cor- 


rect understanding of etymology, and an ade’ 


quate proficiency in arithmetick. 

The current apology that.whatever is good 
mental discipline for the male sex, is so equal. 
« ly for the female, assumes false ground = The 


sphere of action and of qualification are differ- | 


ent to the sexes. In some conditions of life, 
years of classical study are indispensable to the 
usefulness of man:—the object in view is an 


intellectual one purely. ‘To females, on the | 
other handree station in fife is one of moral 


usefulness, reading is valuable rather as sub- 
servient to that general mental improvement 
which favors moral influence. Long cominued 
and severe application to stady would monop- 
olize in their case the fime that should be de 
voted tothe cultivation of {hose qualities which 
enter most largely imto: woman's daily pur- 
suits... The studies, then, which should pre- 
pooderate in, female education, are those 
which affect the disposition rather than the 
intellect. The predominating object with 
manmast’ generally be the active pursuits 
of life. “Manual or mental labour must usually 
occupy most of his hours. [is time, 
fore, is fot mi‘spent nor his labour misapplied 
in education, if they are devoted in very large 
‘proportion to the acquisition of mere learning 


A divine must devote several entire years of 


Hife to the study of language in order to. be 
qualified for bis professional services. ‘To a 
danghter, a sister, a wife,or a mother, on the 


* contrary; theacquisition of “one happy trait of 


disposition, 1s worth more in their daily duties, 
than all the learning in the world. ‘The educa- 
tion of man, ina word, must often demand a 
Jarger proportion of attention to intellectual 
than to moral purposes; inthe proper education 
of females the case is reversed. ‘The differ- 
ence in education, then, between the sexes, 
is not at all one of comparative merit or to be 
settled on the groundwf comparative strength 
of mind ; it arises from the nataral difference of 
object in view in the two cases ; and the objec- 
tion to the prevailing rage for classical studies 
jo female education, 1s only that it must and 


there- | 


| 
| 





ve Refinement of feeling and of taste, of ‘tman- 


rs and expression, religious elevation of 


- elaracter, are of infinitely more value to wo- 


man! thamany native or acquired superiority 
of intellect. —Moral excellence should be the 
great object of «ilshuman education; bat this 
i$ pecu'tarly trae i that.of woman, whose offi- 
ces iv hfe, and whose influence on society, are 
those of a purer and gentler being. 

CE ee * “- 


From the Univefsatist Mabdige, 
A CANDID INQUIRY. 


Is there any difference, as to the eertaintyor 


events, bet ween allowing that the divine Reing 
knew, from eternity, every one that has or will 
take place, and the epmion that he has. abso- 
lutely foreordained whatsoever comesto-pass? 
Answer: As to the certainty of events, or as 
to the possibility of their pot taking place ex- 
actly ws it was foreknown they would, there is 
no difference. ‘Then the conclusion follows, 
ihat those who allow that God knew, from all 
etcrnity, all events, do, by this ccncession, 
establish the uvavoidableness of events as 
strongly as those who contend for their divine 
predes ination. 

The foregoing premises being indisputable 
and self-evident, it further follows, that the 
demand which our Arminian doctors have 
made on those professing the doctrine of pre. 
destination. to reconcile the predestination of 
sin with the gui and jast condetnation of man, 
falls, with equal force, on themselves, — with 
only a slight variation in the manner of expres 
sing it. If the Arminian reqnires of the pre- 
destinarian how God can be just in administer- 
ing condemnation to the transgressor of his 
law, while he contends, that God, from all 
eternity, predestinated this transgression, then 
may the the predestinarian return the demand, 
and ask the Arminian, how God can be just in 
administering condemnation (o the transgres- 
sof, while he allows that he, from all eternity, 
knew that this transgression would take place, 
and that it was impossible that it should not? 

Having advanced thus far, we come to the 
point where all controversy between the Pre- 
destinarian and the Arminian naturally subsides, 
and where it hehoves them to unite the ener- 
gies of their minds to undérstand the proper 
solution of the question, which each in his turn 
has pat to the other. 

In order to succced in this attempt, it is ne- 
cessary, in the first place, to be satisfied, that 
all events, including all the actions of moral 
beings, were always known, fixed and ordained, 
inthe divine mind, for the ultimate good of 
all beings. ‘The moment this great and glori- 
ons truth is understood. the mystery of the 
before mentioned questions is cleared. 

For if the allwise Creator determined that 


does interfere with an adequate attentionto | the sip and guilt, which have chatacteri- 


the higher and better purposes of female life. 


5 


zed the family of man, should all result in the 
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sea of a eveo the appearance of ingot | 


iscovered. 
» Why has oar € # . 
senses, +0, that fire, which is necessary to.warm 

acute pain 

when it comes incontact with onr flesh? 

Among other good teasons, we say that this 

js necessary in order to incite us to avoid hav. 

ing our flesh consumed by this element. Why 

hus the Greator givenvus. the sense of taste, 

s0 railibe. that certain things are intolerably 

disngreeable 1? Answer; So that by this we 

may distinguish between “that which is good | 
Yor food and what ought to be refused. Now 

as these natural sepses were not giveo us for 

the purpose that we should never saffer to 

any degree from possessing them; but that 

what We learn by such suffering might prove 

salutary to us; sivas the moral sense’6f righ: 

and wrong ‘bestowed fur a purpose equally 

benevolent. This moral sense was not design- 

ed to prevent entirely our feeling condemoation, 
hut that such feeling should repel the mind, 

from commilting the sin, which would more 

enhance this suffering, and result in greater 

harm to society. 

Theology has been perplexed with insuper- 
able difficulties, by the general admittance of 
the errour, which supposes, that, the Creator, 
who must have foreknows aod determined all 
events, including albthe acti@ns of men is 
moved, by human disobedience, to punish the 
fransgressor with «fllictions. mot designed for 
the sufferer’s good. 


Creator constituted our bodily | 





Our Arminian doctors have long urged their 
predestinarian opponents to reconcile the opin- 
ion that for. sin the transgressor mast suffer 
endless punishment. 
rian has never heen able to reconcile this doc- 
trine with justice ; but has contented himsel, 
aswell as he could, by contending for God's 
right of sovereignty Sut-by the form in which 
the argument now appears, the Arminian ts in- 
volved in the sawe difficulty, to which he bas 
so often driven his opponcot; for as he be- 
lieves that God will endlessly punish his crea- 
tures for fanits, which being always foreknown, 
could not be avoided, it belongs to him to re. 
concile the opinion, that endless punixhment 
can be administered fur Gaavoidable faults,with 
divine justice. . 

If this subject has not yet been made snffi- 
ciently clear to these two contending theolo- 
gians, it is probable they will unite in asking 
me how I can reconcile the fact that God 
punishes sin at all, with jnstice, so long as I 
allow that all sin was both foreknown and 
determined ? 

The answer to this question is implied in 
our foregoing reasoning; but may here be 
given thus concisely: Our Creator knew and 
determined, from all eternity, that all the sii 








Itistrue the predestina- | 





and all the condemnation, which would ever 


birt 
Sa 
Ps oh 


mote partial. goc et ‘is con 
enily believed that many passages of scrip- 
ture-wery clearly prove the doctrine here snp- 
ported, and ‘bat the follow: fe 8..one which 
accords with many others; “ Moreover, the 
law entered that the, nce might aboand ; 
but where sin abounded; grace did much more 
abound.” .. ; en 

If any candid lover of troth should discover 
false redsoning in the foregoing, and would be 


so kind ast; point it out; showing, at the 4, 


same time, how he cav come to a different 


result, in reasoning on this subject, he will 


H, B. 


merit and receive the gratitude of 
TAY -SE A 


The following singular advertisement is taken from 
an English ;:aper:— ; ryt? 

“ Wanted, for a sober family, a man of 
hight weight. who fears the Lord, and ean 
drive a pair of horses; he must ee¢asionally 
wait at table, join in household prayer, Jook 
aftvr the horses, and read a chapter in the 
bible. 
morning, obey his master ‘and mistress in all 
lawful commands. Ii he can dress hair, sing 
psalms, and play at cribbage, the more agree- 
abie.” 


Oa The foregoing, whether true or false, is illustra- 
tive of that puritanical cant which is quite prevalent 
in ourewn country. We recolléct not long since see- 
ing an advertisement me merchant residing in one of 
our western villages, offeringito ‘sell his goods ata de- 
duction of 6 per cent, ti clergymen! " We expect soon 
to see notices to the following purport + Wanted at 
the Theological Seminaryat ****** @ smart ac- 
tive man, a pious psalm-singer who fears the devil and 
is orthodox in his opinions, to attend the nine pin alley, 
and certain other duties pertaining to the soul-saving 
business. N. B. He must not tell tales out of chool. 


I> Subscribers to this paper, Vol. 6, in this village, 
wiil do us an essential favour by leaving their names 
and the amount of subscription with Mr. U. F. Duublie- 
day, or by handing the same the editor as soon as con- 


venient. 
OBITUARY. 


For tHe Gosrer ApvocaTE. 

Died, In this township, on the 23d - inst, Samuzt, 
Lesa, aged 35 years. Mr. Legg was an indusirious, 
respectable and virtuous citizen, and has left a com- 
panion with three children, besides a numerous circle 
of relatives and friends, to lament his loss. During a 
short but painful illness the deceased was not heard 
to murmur nor repine. His faithin “ the restitntion 
of all things” was firm and pede | As he drew 
near his end, his soul appeared to be lighted up, and 
cheered with the joyful prospect of Eternal Life 
which produced an entire resignation to the will of 
his heavenly Father, and enabled him: to look, with 
calmness and composure upon death. He has gone; 
but he has left an rg tye = that faith 
which he professed while living, wi to “die by,” 
as Well as to “ live by”—that it will afford joy and a 
solation amidst the ills of life, and triumph and sup- 
port in. the hour of death. | N._D. 
~ Berkshire, December 30, 1827, 
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. B. WILLIS. 


1 can forget her vue e 
Wiehe Mepine yu madly fy 
Bati ‘still unbrdken air 


Her gentle tone comes stealing by, 
And years, and sin, and manhood flee, 
Aad leave me at my mother’s knee. 


‘The boolr of nature, and the print’ 
Of beauty on the whispering sea, 
Give aye to me some lineament 
Of what. have been taught to be, 
My heart isharder, and perhaps 
My manliness hath drank up tears, 
And there’s a mildew in the lapse 
Of'a few miserable years— 
But nature’s bovk is even yet 
With all my, mother’s lessons writ. 


I have been out at eventide 


Beneath a monlight sky of spring, 
When earth wus garnished like a bride, 


- “\ And night had on her silver wing— 


When bursting leaves and diamond grass, 
” And waters leaping to the light, 
And _all that make the pulses pass, 


With wilder fleetness, thronged the night 


When al! was beauty—then have I, 
With friends on whom my love is flung 
Like myrrh-on winds of Araby, 
ed up where evening's lamp is hung, 
And when the beaxteous spirit there, 
F lung over me its golden chain, 
My mother’s voice came on the air 
Like the light dropping of the rain— 
And resting on some silver star 
The spirit of a bended knee, 
I've poured her low and fervent prayer 
That our eternity might be 
To rise in heaven like stars of night 
And tread a living path of light. 


I have been on the dewy hills, 
When night was stealing from the dawn, 
And mist was on the walking rills, 
And tints were delicately drawn 
In the grey east—when birds were walking 
With alow murmur in the trees, 
And melody by fits was breaking 
Upon the whisper of the breeze, 
And this when J was forth perchance 
As a worn traveller from the dance— 


And when the sun sprang gloriously 
And freely up, and hill and river 
Were catching upon wave and tree 
‘The arrows from his subtle-quiver— 
I say a voice has thrilled me then, 
eard on the still and rushing light, 


_ Or, creeping from the silent glen 


Like words from the departing night 
Hath stricken me, and I have pressed - 

On the wet grass my fevered brow, 
And pouring forth the earliest, 


First prayer, with which I learned to bow, 


Have felt my mother’s spirit rush 
Upon me as in by-past years, 
And yielding to the blessed gush 
Of my ungovernable tears, 
Have risen up—thagay, the wild— 
As humble as a very child. 








soon, 
Nor brougiit too long a day, 
But now, I often wish that night 
Had borne my breath eway ! 


1 remember, I remember, 

The roses, red and white, 

The vi'lets and the lilly-cups, 
Those flowers made of light ! 
The lilacks where the robin built, 
And where my brother set ‘ 
The libernum on his birth-day,~ 
The tree is living yet ! 


I remember, I remember, 

Where I was used to ‘ 

And thought the air must rush as fresiy 
To swallows on the wing ; 

My spirit tlew in feathers then 

That is so heavy now, 

And sunimer pools could hardly coo! 
The fever on my brow ! 


I remember, | remember, 
The fir trees dark and high ; 
a used he think their s r tops 

ere against the : 

was a childish ‘emia 

at now “tis little joy 
To know Dm further off fiom heav'w 
Than when Iwas a boy. 


rom the Telescope and Misecllany. 
THE RUINED TOWER. 

I saw upon a lonely height, 

The ruins of a beauteous tower ; 
Gloomy and dark in day’s best light, 

It bowed to Time's resistiess power.. 
Yet still, around one turret flung, 

That reared alone its head in gir, 
The mantling Ivy fondly clung, 

And wreathed its sheltering foliage there. 


And thus, I said, man’s lot is cast— 
The heart toruin wastes away ; 
And oft,—too oft—ere youth is past, 
Finds nought is left it but decal. 
Yet still there is a wreath divine, 
Fate's darkest tempest cannot part, 
That round the ruined form will twiue, 
And gently bind the broken heart. 
December 2Ath 1827. 0. G. W. 


| 

*Tis sweet, when the sunshine of pl e departs, 
To tarn, fondly turn, to a region of bliss, 

Where those who have left us will bind up the hearts 
That sorrow has broken and wither'd in this. 

And tho’ midst the gloom of the tempest I roam, 
My guiding star lost,—yet I'll not leave the deck, 

Forth’ Compass stili faithfully points towards my home, 
Where tne life-boat shall bear me away from the 

wreck. 
———- —— 
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